










Stege Sanitary District

The Stege Sanitary District  Board of Directors will conduct a public hearing to consider  
comments on and objections to a proposed five-year service rate increase.

You are receiving this notice pursuant to Article XIII D, Section 6 of the California Constitution (“Proposition 218”) because 
you are a customer or property owner of record within the District’s service area. Under Proposition 218, you have the right 
to object to the proposed rate increase. Written objections or protests may be handed in at the hearing, sent by U.S. mail 
or other delivery service to Stege Sanitary District, 7500 Schmidt Lane, El Cerrito, CA 94530, or faxed to (510) 524-4697. The 
Board of Directors will review the amount of the rates as well as the methodology for calculating the proposed rates at the 
public hearing. If the owners of a majority of the properties in the District object in writing to the proposed rate increase 
by the end of the hearing, the District may not approve the rate increase at this time. Any objections must be received in 
writing by the end of the hearing. 

Notice of Public Hearing:  
Proposed Increase in Sewer Service Rates

Thursday, June 20, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 
Stege Sanitary District Office, 7500 Schmidt Lane, El Cerrito

Proposed Rate 
Increase

The Stege Sanitary District Board of 
Directors is considering raising ser-
vice rates over the next five years to 
meet necessary operating and capi-
tal improvement expenses while 
maintaining sufficient emergency 
reserve funds. The new rates would 
take effect on July 1, 2024. 

Stege Sanitary District is com-
mitted to protecting the environ-
ment and public health of our 
community. District rates provide 
funds to pay for the administration, 
operation, and maintenance of 
the District’s wastewater collection 
system, for capital improvements 
required to maintain adequate 
levels of customer service, for 
unforeseen emergencies, for lawful 
obligations and expenses, and to 
comply with applicable laws and 
regulations imposed by state and 
federal regulatory agencies.
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STEGE SANITARY DISTRICT
7500 Schmidt Lane  
El Cerrito, CA 94530-0537 (510) 524-4667

If you have questions or comments about the proposed service rate 
increase, you may:
•	 Attend the Public Hearing on Thursday, June 20, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.
•	 Call the District office at (510) 524-4668
•	 Email the District at staff@stegesan.org
•	 Write a letter to 7500 Schmidt Lane, El Cerrito, CA 94530

The District requires revenues sufficient to fund 
current and future costs of operating, maintain-
ing and administering the existing sewer facilities, 
fund current and future debt payments, and fund 
capital improvements and infrastructure replace-
ment programs. These revenues allow the District 
to protect public health and safely and reliably col-
lect, convey, and treat wastewater. By State law, 
the District may not collect more revenue than 

is necessary to recover the total costs of provid-
ing services. The proposed rates were developed 
through a comprehensive Sewer Rate Study 
designed to meet all legal requirements and fairly 
and equitably recover the required revenue. The 
Sewer Rate Study was prepared by Lechowicz and 
Tseng and is available for public review at Stege 
Sanitary District Office, 7500 Schmidt Lane, El Cer-
rito or www.stegesan.org.

Why a Rate Increase Is Necessary

Single-Family Residential Rates

Since the difference in usage 
between single family residences 
have an insignificant effect on 
the cost of providing service to 
the users, a flat rate system is 
utilized. The proposed increase 
would change the current rate 
of $35.75 per month per single-
family residence to the following:

Multi-Family Residential Rates

Individual multi-family units typi-
cally utilize up to one-third less 
sewer service. Therefore, multi-
family buildings are charged a 
lower rate. The proposed multi-
family rate would change the 
present $24.74 per month to the 
following:

Commercial Rates

Commercial, industrial, and in-
stitutional rates are based on 
water use. The proposed com-
mercial rate would change the 
present $9.02 per 1,000 gallons 
of water used to the following:

PRSRT STD 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
OAKLAND, CA 

PERMIT NO. 544

Proposed Single-Family Residence Monthly Rates

2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29

$36.33 $36.92 $37.50 $38.08 $36.67

Proposed Multi-Family Residence Monthly Rates

2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29

$25.31 $25.88 $26.47 $27.06 $27.66

Proposed Commercial Rates  
per 1,000 gal Water Used

2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29

$9.25 $9.48 $9.72 $9.96 $10.21

Pursuant to California Govern-
ment Code Section 53759, there 
is a 120-day statute of limitations 
judicially challenging the rates set 
forth in this Notice that begins 
the effective date of the ordi-
nance or resolution approving 
these rates.
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ORDINANCE NO. 2239-0624 

 

ORDINANCE ADOPTING SEWER SERVICE CHARGE RATES 

FOR FISCAL YEARS 2024-25, 2025-26, 2026-27, 2027-28, 2028-29 

STEGE SANITARY DISTRICT 

 

The Directors of the Stege Sanitary District find and determine as follows: 

 

A. The Stege Sanitary District (the “District”) retained Lechowicz & Tseng 

Municipal Consultants to conduct a Sewer Rate Study (“Rate Study”) to examine 

the District’s current and projected costs and the District’s existing rate structure, 

a copy of which is on file with the District.  

 

B. The Rate Study recommends that the District update its rates and charges to more 

accurately recover the costs of providing service to the District’s customers. 

 

C. The Rate Study has been considered by the Directors of the Stege Sanitary 

District. 

 

D. A Notice of Public Hearing containing information on the proposed sewer service 

charge was duly mailed to every property owner receiving sewer service from the 

District at least 45 days prior to the public hearing on the proposed increase 

conducted on June 20, 2024, at which time the Directors heard from all who 

wished to comment on this matter.  

 

E. All written protests presented by the affected property owners were considered 

and tallied at the public hearing on June 20, 2024, and the District did not receive 

protests by a majority of the owners of the identified parcels affected by this 

change.  

 

F. The amount of the charges imposed does not exceed the proportional cost of the 

service attributable to the properties receiving service, and revenues from the 

charges and fees are not being used for any other purpose than that for which they 

are imposed.   

 

[***NOTE: The rate increase schedule proposed below is purposefully postponed by one (1) fiscal year.***] 
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G. This Ordinance was adopted in accordance with the requirements of the law 

including the provisions of Section 6 of California Constitution Article XIII D. 

 

H. This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to and in implementation of Ordinance No. 

1966-0610, “An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 1892-0606 Establishing and 

Providing for the Collection of Sewer Service Charges,” which Ordinance was 

adopted on June 29, 2006.  Accordingly, annual sewer service charges and annual 

sewer service charge rates for Fiscal Years 2024-25, 2025-26, 2026-27, 2027-28, 

2028-29 and each fiscal year thereafter unless and until amended shall be as 

provided in this Ordinance and District Ordnance Code Section 7.2.  This 

Ordinance also reflects the addition of a multi-unit dwelling rate and other 

revisions to reflect the basis for the calculations. 

 

In consideration of the foregoing findings and determinations, IT IS ORDAINED as 

follows: 

 

1. Residential Sewer Service Charges.  Pursuant to Section 5.1 of Ordinance 

No. 1966-0610 and District Ordinance Code Section 7.2, the annual sewer service charge 

payable by each residential customer shall be as follows: 

 

Single Family Dwellings 

a. For Fiscal Year 2024-25, the sum of $429.00. 

b. For Fiscal Year 2025-26, the sum of $436.00. 

c. For Fiscal Year 2026-27, the sum of $443.00. 

d. For Fiscal Year 2027-28, the sum of $450.00. 

e. For Fiscal Year 2028-29 and each fiscal year thereafter unless and until 

amended, the sum of $457.00. 

 

Multi-Unit Dwellings 

a. For Fiscal Year 2024-25, the sum of $297.00. 

b. For Fiscal Year 2025-26, the sum of $304.00. 

c. For Fiscal Year 2026-27, the sum of $311.00. 

d. For Fiscal Year 2027-28, the sum of $318.00. 

e. For Fiscal Year 2028-29 and each fiscal year thereafter unless and until 

amended, the sum of $325.00. 
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Thus, Section 7.2.5.1 of the District Ordinance Code is amended to read as follows: 

 

7.2.5.1 Residential Customer Sewer Service Charge.  Except as provided in Section 

7.2.7, each residential customer shall pay an annual sewer service charge established by 

the District’s Board of Directors for one (1) residential dwelling unit, as follows:  

  

a. Single Family Dwellings 

i. For Fiscal Year 2024-25, the sum of $429.00. 

ii. For Fiscal Year 2025-26, the sum of $436.00. 

iii. For Fiscal Year 2026-27, the sum of $443.00. 

iv. For Fiscal Year 2027-28, the sum of $450.00. 

v. For Fiscal Year 2028-29 and each fiscal year thereafter unless and 

until amended, the sum of $457.00. 

 

b. Multi-Unit Dwellings 

i. For Fiscal Year 2024-25, the sum of $297.00. 

ii. For Fiscal Year 2025-26, the sum of $304.00. 

iii. For Fiscal Year 2026-27, the sum of $311.00. 

iv. For Fiscal Year 2027-28, the sum of $318.00. 

v. For Fiscal Year 2028-29 and each fiscal year thereafter unless and 

until amended, the sum of $325.00. 

 

2. Non-Residential Sewer Service Charges.  Pursuant to Section 5.2 of 

Ordinance No. 1966-0610 and District Ordinance Code Section 7.2, the annual sewer 

service charge payable for each non-residential customer shall be calculated based upon 

the following sewer service charge rates, except that in no case shall the charge be less 

the applicable charge for one residential multi-unit dwelling unit: 

 

a. For Fiscal Year 2024-25, the rate of $9.02 per 1000 gallons. 

b. For Fiscal Year 2025-26, the rate of $9.25 per 1000 gallons. 

c. For Fiscal Year 2026-27, the rate of $9.48 per 1000 gallons. 

d. For Fiscal Year 2027-28, the rate of $9.72 per 1000 gallons. 

e. For Fiscal Year 2028-29 and each fiscal year thereafter unless and 

until amended, the rate of $9.96 per 1000 gallons. 

 

Thus, Section 7.2.5.2 of the District Ordinance Code is amended to read as follows: 
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7.2.5.2  Non-Residential Customer Sewer Service Charge. Each non-residential 

customer shall pay an annual sewer service charge calculated as follows: 

 7.2.5.2.1 The customer’s annualized water consumption shall be determined 

as provided in Section 7.2.6. 

 7.2.5.2.2 The customer’s annual sewer service charge shall be the amount in 

dollars obtained when the customer’s annualized water consumption is multiplied by the 

applicable annual sewer charge rate established by the District’s Board of Directors, 

except that in no case shall the annual charge be less than the applicable charge for one 

residential multi-unit dwelling unit. 

 7.2.5.2.3 The non-residential annual sewer charge rate shall be equal to the 

annual sewer service charge established by the District’s Board of Directors for one (1) 

residential dwelling unit divided by the annual residential unit water discharge specified 

in Section 7.2.6.1 phased-in over five years. The result shall be expressed in terms of 

dollars per thousands of gallons, as follows: 

 

For Fiscal Year 2024-25, the rate of $9.02 per 1000 gallons. 

For Fiscal Year 2025-26, the rate of $9.25 per 1000 gallons. 

For Fiscal Year 2026-27, the rate of $9.48 per 1000 gallons. 

For Fiscal Year 2027-28, the rate of $9.72 per 1000 gallons. 

For Fiscal Year 2028-29 and each fiscal year thereafter unless and until amended, 

the rate of $9.96 per 1000 gallons. 

 

3. Typical Gallons Per Year.  Sections 7.2.1.1 and 7.2.6.1 of the District 

Ordinance Code are amended to read as follows: 

 

7.2.1.1  The average wastewater flow discharged from a typical residential 

dwelling in the District’s territory is 45,448 gallons per year. This is based on the 

annualized, metered water consumption during the winter period of December, January 

and February for the average single family residential dwelling unit. 

… 

 7.2.6.1  The discharge from each residential dwelling unit is presumed to 

be 45,448 gallons per year and shall not be based upon measured water consumption or 

other conditions of occupancy of the dwelling unit.  The District may periodically review 

water consumption figures and update this discharge factor. 
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4. Automatic Increases; Exceptions.  The increases in sewer service charges 

and sewer service charge rates for Fiscal Years 2024-25, 2025-26, 2026-27, 2027-28, and 

2028-29 shall occur automatically on July 1st of each respective fiscal year without 

further approval or other actions by the District’s Board of Directors.  Notwithstanding 

the automatic nature of those increases, the Board may review scheduled increases at the 

beginning of each fiscal year and may, in its discretion, reduce the scheduled charges and 

rates for that fiscal year.  Any such reduction for each fiscal year shall not affect the 

charges and rates for subsequent fiscal years as established by this ordinance unless the 

Board independently acts to reduce charges for that subsequent fiscal year in accordance 

with this Section.  Furthermore, any action by the Board to reduce charges and rates 

pursuant to this Section 3 shall not affect the Board’s ability to increase charges and rates 

in excess of the charges and rates specified in this ordinance so long as the Board 

complies with all notice, hearing and other requirements of law. 

 

5. Adoption.  This Ordinance is effective upon the expiration of one week 

from the date of publication of a summary of the Ordinance, as prescribed by California 

Health and Safety Code Section 6490. 

 

 6. CEQA.  Adoption of this Ordinance is exempt from the requirements of 

the California Environmental Quality Act. 

 

 7. District Ordinance Code.  Section 7.2 of the current District Ordinance 

Code, last amended in February 2023, shall be revised in accordance with this ordinance.   

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA) 

COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA) 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Ordinance was duly and regularly adopted by 

the Directors of the Stege Sanitary District, at a regular meeting thereof, held on the 20th 

day of June 2024, by a X-X vote as follows: 

 

AYES: BOARD MEMBERS:  

NOES: BOARD MEMBERS:    

ABSENT: BOARD MEMBERS:    
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ABSTAIN: BOARD MEMBERS:   

 

 

_______________________________ 

PAUL GILBERT-SNYDER, President 

Stege Sanitary District 

Contra Costa County, California 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________________ 

REX DELIZO, Secretary 

Stege Sanitary District 
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STEGE SANITARY DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETING OF MAY 16, 2024 

TIME OF MEETING: 7:00 P.M. 

DISTRICT BOARD ROOM, 7500 SCHMIDT LANE, EL CERRITO, CA 

 

 

*******MINUTES ******* 

 

I. Call To Order:  Vice President O’Keefe called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 

II. Roll Call: Present: Beach, Christian-Smith, Merrill, O’Keefe 

   Absent:  Gilbert-Snyder (gave prior notice) 

  Others Present: Rex Delizo, District Manager 

Kristopher Kokotaylo, District Counsel 

 

Agenda Items:  Directors and Officers of the Board did not announce any conflicts of 

interest posed by items on the meeting agenda. 

 

III. Public Comment:  There was no public comment. 

  

IV. Approval of Minutes 

A. Approval of April 18, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes 

 

MOTION:  By Merrill, seconded by Christian-Smith, to approve the 

minutes of the April 18, 2024 Board Meeting 

 

VOTE:  AYES: Christian-Smith, Merrill, O’Keefe 

NOES: None 

ABSTAIN: Beach 

ABSENT: Gilbert-Snyder 

 

V. Communications 

A. Oral/Written Communications 

1. Brief reports from Directors on matters related to the District, including 

attendance at city or community meetings 

There were no items to consider. 

2. CASA Member Alert - CASA Congressional Outreach Requested for 

Support of H.R.7944, the Water Systems PFAS Liability Protection Act 
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STEGE SANITARY DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETING OF MAY 16, 2024 

TIME OF MEETING: 7:00 P.M. 

DISTRICT BOARD ROOM, 7500 SCHMIDT LANE, EL CERRITO, CA 

 

 

The Board approved submitting a letter advocating for support of H.R. 

7944, the Water Systems PFAS Liability Protection Act. 

 

MOTION:  By Merrill, seconded by Christian-Smith, to approve 

submitting a letter to urge Representative Garamendi to support H.R. 

7944, as corrected 

 

VOTE:  AYES: Christian-Smith, Merrill, O’Keefe 

NOES: None 

ABSTAIN: Beach 

ABSENT: Gilbert-Snyder 

 

VI. Reports of Staff and Officers 

A. Attorney’s Report: 

Kokotaylo reported on an update to the Taxpayer Protection and Government 

Accountability Act. 

B. Committee Reports 

There were no reports. 

C. Manager’s Report 

1. Monthly Maintenance Summary Report  

The Manager reported no significant issues with last month’s maintenance 

activities. 

2. Monthly Report of Sewer Replacements and Repairs 

The Manager reported no invoices were paid in April. 

3. Draft Budget  

The Manager reported on the updated draft budget.   

4. Draft Newsletter 

The Manager reported on the draft of the latest newsletter which will be 

put on hold until a decision on a proposed rate increase is final.   

5. 4th of July Fair 

The Manager reported on the plans for the upcoming fair and a request by 

El Cerrito to renew the District’s sponsorship of the event.   
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STEGE SANITARY DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETING OF MAY 16, 2024 

TIME OF MEETING: 7:00 P.M. 

DISTRICT BOARD ROOM, 7500 SCHMIDT LANE, EL CERRITO, CA 

 

 

 

MOTION:  By Christian-Smith, seconded by Beach, to sponsor the El 

Cerrito 4th of July Festival at the $2,500 “Stars and Stripes” level 

 

VOTE:  AYES: Beach, Christian-Smith, Merrill, O’Keefe 

NOES: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

ABSENT: Gilbert-Snyder 

 

6. Board Training Summary 

The Manager reported that the Directors’ have met all the training 

deadlines.  

 

VII. Business 

A. Cancellation of the June 6, 2024 Board Meeting 

The Board agreed to cancel the upcoming Board meeting on June 6, 2024 

since there are no timely agenda items to consider. 

 

MOTION:  By Christian-Smith, seconded by Beach, to approve the 

cancellation of the June 6, 2024 Board Meeting and have staff post a 

Notice of Meeting Cancellation on the District website and bulletin board 

outside the District office 

        

VOTE:  AYES: Beach, Christian-Smith, O’Keefe 

NOES: None 

ABSTAIN: Merrill 

ABSENT: Gilbert-Snyder 

 

VIII. Financial Statements – May 2024 

A. Monthly Investment, Cash, Receivables Report 

B. Monthly Operating Statement 

The financial items were reviewed by the Board. 
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STEGE SANITARY DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETING OF MAY 16, 2024 

TIME OF MEETING: 7:00 P.M. 

DISTRICT BOARD ROOM, 7500 SCHMIDT LANE, EL CERRITO, CA 

 

 

 

IX. Approval of Checks 

A. Checks for May 16, 2024 - Fund No. 3418 & 3423 

 

MOTION:  By Christian-Smith, seconded by Beach, to pay the bills, 

Check Nos. 1021 through 1058 in the amount of $1,804,913.55 

 

VOTE:  AYES: Beach, Christian-Smith, Merrill, O’Keefe 

NOES: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

ABSENT: Gilbert-Snyder 

 

X. Future Agenda Items 

June 6, 2024 (Meeting Cancelled) 

Draft Budget 

Review Directors Meeting Compensation 

District Working Capital and Reserve Policy 

July 4th Fair Discussion 

CASA/CSDA Conference  

 

June 20, 2024 

Approve District Manager Salary  

Approve Employee Salary Ranges 

Approve and Adopt Final Budget 

Review and Approve Incentive Award 

Adopt Employee Incentive Award Goals & Objectives 

July 4th Fair Planning  

Consent Decree Quarterly Report 

CASA/CSDA Conference 

CLOSED SESSION – Manager Performance Evaluation 

CLOSED SESSION – Conference with Labor Negotiator 

CLOSED SESSION – Counsel Performance Evaluation 
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STEGE SANITARY DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETING OF MAY 16, 2024 

TIME OF MEETING: 7:00 P.M. 

DISTRICT BOARD ROOM, 7500 SCHMIDT LANE, EL CERRITO, CA 

 

 

+ PUBLIC HEARING – Sewer Service Rates 

+ PUBLIC HEARING – Connection Fees 

+ Review Directors Meeting Compensation 

+ District Working Capital and Reserve Policy 

+ Resolution Ordering Board Election 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

Conference with Legal Counsel—Anticipated Litigation 

Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of 

Section 54956.9 

Number of Potential Cases: 1 

Giddings – Government Tort Claim filed: 4/16/2024 

 

The Board entered into closed session at 8:12 P.M. and returned to open session at 8:30 

P.M. Vice President O’Keefe announced the Board had taken no reportable actions. 

 

XI. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:31 P.M.  The next meeting of the District Board 

of Directors will be held on Thursday, June 20, 2024 at 7:00 P.M. at the District 

Board Room, 7500 Schmidt Lane, El Cerrito, California 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Rex Delizo 

STEGE SANITARY DISTRICT 

Secretary 



WATERSHED ACTION PROGRAM
PROGRESS REPORT

PREPARED FOR
STEGE SANITARY DISTRICT

KIDS for the BAY
1771 Alcatraz Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94703



INTRODUCTION

KIDS for the BAY (KftB) is providing the Watershed Action Program (WAP) to two fifth grade classes
in the City of El Cerrito during the 2023-2024 school year. This program is engaging fifty-eight
students, their families, and two partner teachers at Madera Elementary School in El Cerrito. KftB
Educator Sakshi Srivastava is inspiring the school community to protect the watershed through hands-on
environmental science education. Dedicated Madera Elementary partner teachers Briana Campbell and
Nathan Slavikare are committed to learning and teaching this meaningful curriculum.

SUMMARY OF 2023-2024 WATERSHED LESSONS

Madera Elementary School is in a residential area near the start of the Baxter Creek watershed, which
begins in the El Cerrito hills near the Berkeley Country Club. The watershed continues through more
densely populated urban areas before draining into the San Francisco Bay.

The fifth grade students and teachers at Madera Elementary School were excited to explore the Baxter
Creek watershed in the classroom with hands-on investigations, outdoors on the school campus and in
the surrounding neighborhood. The WAP is helping to engage school communities in El Cerrito in
connecting with local watershed habitats, learning hands-on science and taking action to help protect
and restore their local watershed.

Watershed Exploration
The young Madera scientists began the program with an engaging experience to learn about the concept
of watersheds. To simulate the natural flow of water, they constructed their own miniature watersheds
with crumpled parchment paper, blue and brown marker pens, and water spray bottles. Students
predicted how the water would flow across the ridges of the paper landforms by tracing pathways with
markers. “It looks like the water will come down these two paths and then combine over here,”
predicted Lucy, as she added blue lines onto her mountain range. Young scientists observed watershed
formation, runoff patterns, and the impact of topography on water flow. “The more we sprayed the
water, the more the drops started coming together and then flowing down right where we predicted!”
exclaimed Maison.

The Watershed Scavenger Hunt activity provided an exciting opportunity for students to get outside,
explore their school campus and engage their senses, observation skills and curiosity. Students were able
to understand the specific issues that impact their unique watershed. “I can hear water moving inside this
storm drain. It smells really bad, though! Do you think something toxic is down there?” Hien asked his
partner.

Students continued their watershed investigation back in the classroom by examining large colorful
satellite maps of the San Francisco Bay. They studied the estuary with a bird’s-eye view to identify
bodies of water, islands, bridges, and cities. Teacher Mr. Slavik appreciated the increase in
understanding among his students. “It is so great to have KIDS for the BAY come in to teach about these
topics that I don’t have expertise in,” he shared.
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Bay Estuary Studies
At the beginning of the second lesson, students were eager to share the impact their new knowledge had
on their families. “We have been making little watersheds using paper all the time since the last lesson. I
even showed my parents at home!” exclaimed Araxie. In their next activity, students created
three-dimensional models of the San Francisco Bay estuary watershed. They discussed what a scientific
model is and how it can be used. “A model is like the mini watershed we made last time. Watersheds are
all around the world, but we made a small part of one to see how watersheds work,” shared Zoey. The
young scientists carefully added accurate representations of bridges, islands and bay organisms to their
bay models. Once they constructed all of the features in their model, students added clear freshwater and
blue ocean water, which mixed together demonstrating the brackish water composition of the real-life
estuary. “There is the most brackish water in the middle of the bay!” observed Elodie.

In the next step of the bay model experiment, the Madera Environmentalists added ‘pollution’ to observe
how plastic trash or pesticides might spread through a watershed. Ms. Sakshi asked the class to imagine
an oil spill in the San Francisco Bay. Students added drops of yellow food color to demonstrate how
toxic pollutants might spread through a connected aquatic habitat, and the potential impacts on aquatic
wildlife. “No! All of our animals are getting covered in oil. It will be impossible to clean off!” shouted
Milo. Students began to move their animals away from the ‘pollution’, but it continued to spread
throughout their models, impacting every interconnected watershed ecosystem. Students were very
concerned about how extensively pollution can spread in a watershed and were eager to learn how to
reduce pollution at the source by practicing the Five Rs (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rot and Refuse).

Understanding Plastic Pollution and The Storm Drain System
Focusing specifically on stormwater pollution, students studied the path that pollution travels to become
marine debris. The young Environmentalists examined the critical role the storm drain system plays not
only in transporting stormwater, but also in transporting waste and pollutants to waterways. They
learned how the system operates by channeling rain and contaminants from streets to the San Francisco
Bay and subsequently to the vast Pacific Ocean. The students discovered that, unlike the sewer system,
water traveling through the storm drain system does not get cleaned at a treatment center before entering
our waterways. Determined to find a solution to this issue, Griffin wondered, “Why can’t we filter out
the trash in the storm drain? Then it won’t go to the bay or ocean!” Students were saddened to learn how
stormwater pollution contributes to the problem of microplastics in bay and marine food chains. After
discussing biomagnification, the young scientists grappled with the fact that plastic litter directly
impacts their health as well as wildlife health. “My mom told me that scientists are even finding
microplastics in seafood. I don’t know if there is a way to avoid it,” shared Paget. In a future activity
students learned how to reduce plastic pollution at the source, which helped them feel empowered to
work towards solutions to these problems.

The Sanitary Sewer System
To learn more about what can and cannot go into the sanitary sewer system, students worked in groups
to sort a variety of items. One group categorized car oil, rain water, soapy water, leaves, and butter.
“When I wash my hands in the school bathroom, the soapy water goes to the sanitary sewer system and
gets cleaned out, right?” asked Piper. Her group agreed, and put ‘soapy water’ in the category for things
that can go down the drain. When they got to butter, they were stumped. “I’m not sure about the butter.
Does it count as a FOG (fat, oil, grease)?” asked Samuel. “Well, you can use it to cook and it does
harden when it’s cold, so I think it would clog the drain,” explained Isla. “Okay, I think I need to tell my
Dad that. He doesn’t know!” said Samuel.

Progress Report, Stege Sanitary District, May 2024
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Waste Treatment and Prevention
To illustrate some of the consequences of pollution, students studied images of organisms impacted by
plastic marine debris. Looking at sea lions entangled in fishing nets and the polluted stomach contents of
an albatross, they were overcome with disbelief. “Is that a whole lighter in the bird’s stomach? It hasn’t
broken down at all!” asked Isla. Cedar pointed out, “Scientists should study this so they can see what
kind of plastic trash is getting in the ocean the most. Then companies can make less of that plastic.”

Students were ready to take immediate action to reduce marine plastic pollution with a trash cleanup.
The young Environmentalists made initial predictions of the types of pollution they would find. “I bet
we'll find a lot of plastic trash around the lunch tables,” said Connor. Students were eager to catalog and
collect litter outside, around their school campus. “The area by the planters has so much trash hidden
under the leaves,” exclaimed Arshia. The Madera Environmentalists were proud to decrease the amount
of marine debris traveling to our bay and ocean!

Back in the classroom, students compared their predictions with their findings from their neighborhood
cleanup survey. “We found way more plastic straw wrappers and water bottles than we thought we
would,” noted Judah. All the young Environmentalists agreed that preventing pollution from entering
our environments is a much better option than cleaning it up later. They had some insightful and creative
ideas about using the Five Rs (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rot and Refuse) to create less waste. “The
school could give us reusable straws instead of giving us plastic straws with our milk and juice,”
suggested Elyza. “I didn’t realize that recycling uses so much energy! I will tell my mom that we should
try the other Rs before recycling,” shared Raiya.

Investigating Bay Organisms and Food Chains
Madera students continued their environmental exploration by learning about the wildlife that lives in
the San Francisco Bay estuary. They discussed the resources that a watershed provides for wildlife and
people. “The rivers provide food and shelter for so many animals,” noted Maxeene. “It's important we
keep it clean for them." The class made complex connections about how an orgnaisms’ anatomy and
adaptations determine its place in the food web. “The food web is much more complicated! It shows that
so many animals can eat the plankton, not just one,” shared Gray. The class investigated food chains by
examining specimens from the producer and consumer levels. Students began by observing samples of
bull kelp and sea lettuce from the producer level. They performed fun yoga movements to represent the
kelp anatomical adaptations, including a holdfast, float and blades. “After the imaginary sea urchin ate
our holdfast, we couldn’t stay in one place. That anchor is so important,” noted Griffin. The class was
amazed to learn that bull kelp is a vital source of oxygen and food for many marine species.

The Environmentalists were inspired and engaged during their investigation of real striped bass fish and
Dungeness crabs from the San Francisco Bay! “I've never been able to hold a whole fish in my hands
before!” exclaimed Gaden. The class carefully inspected the inside of the striped bass fishes’ gills to
reveal a bright red, oxygenated underside. “These little teeth look like they might grip onto the fish’s
food, so it stays in their mouth,” observed Minh Quyen as she investigated her bass specimen’s mouth
and many sharp teeth.

Evaluating Watershed Health
Students explored their school campus once again, this time looking for evidence to determine its
ecological health. As ‘Watershed Detectives’ they categorized features of their environment as healthy,
unhealthy, or both, and made arguments with evidence to support their claims. “The native plants around
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the school attract birds and butterflies which is healthy, but there's too much trash on the ground, which
is unhealthy,” explained Cedar.

After determining that their watershed possessed both healthy and unhealthy attributes, the students
went on to discuss the disparity between communities experiencing environmental harm versus health.
“It is unfair that some neighborhoods have more pollution and less nature than others,” observed Piper.

During their watershed lessons, the young Environmentalists developed a deep connection to their local
watershed and a desire to improve it. They drew inspiration from environmental leaders who have
enacted real change in their own communities. “Good leaders help bring people together and make sure
that everyone’s ideas are heard,” noted Amelia.

ACTION PROJECT

Environmental Action Projects empower students and teachers to make a collective impact in the
watershed health of their community through leadership, advocacy and action. This program allows
classes to choose an Action Project with a specific topic and application they are inspired by. The two
classes at Madera Elementary opted for the ocean acidification Action Project. In this activity they will
learn about the root causes of this change in the environment and how it affects bay and sea organisms.
Students will learn about the risks of specific threats to the local watershed and how to take action
against them. Details of the Action Project will be provided in the final report.

FIELD TRIP

This program culminates with a bay field trip to Keller Beach in the spring. Details of the field trip will
be provided in the final report.
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INVOICE
May 24, 2024

TO: Stege Sanitary District
ATTN.: Rex Delizo, P.E.

FROM: Earth Island Institute/KIDS for the BAY
Tax ID#: 942889684

SERVICE: Watershed Action Program for two fifth grade classes

DESCRIPTION: Professional development for two teachers with Academic Credit units option
Five hands-on watershed lessons for each class of teachers and students
Implementation of student-centered Environmental Action Projects
Bay Field Trip to Keller Beach
Curriculum Guide
Equipment Kit
Ongoing support when teachers continue to teach the program to future classes of
students through our Blue Watershed Classrooms teacher follow-up support
program

FEE: $12,000

Please make your check payable to KftB/Earth Island Institute and mail to the above address.



The young Environmentalists from

Madera Elementary School did hands-

on experiments and activities to learn

about and care for their watershed.

Pictured are students participating in a

campus trash cleanup, creating a

miniature watershed model, completing

a watershed scavenger hunt and

investigating a satelite map of the San

Francisco Bay Estuary!
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W A T E R S H E D  A C T I O N  P R O G R A M

S T E G E  S A N I T A R Y  D I S T R I C T

2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  S C H O O L  Y E A R

P R O G R E S S  R E P O R T  H I G H L I G H T S

 The two classes were very proud to collectively

clean up 938 total pieces of trash!

“ S c i e n t i s t s  s h o u l d  s t u d y  p o l l u t i o n  s o  t h e y

c a n  s e e  w h a t  k i n d  o f  p l a s t i c  t r a s h  i s  g e t t i n g

i n  t h e  o c e a n  t h e  m o s t .  T h e n  c o m p a n i e s  c a n

m a k e  l e s s  o f  t h a t  p l a s t i c . ”

C e d a r ,  F i f t h  G r a d e  S t u d e n t ,  M a d e r a

E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l ,  E l  C e r r i t o

*Photos are for internal use only



KIDS for the BAY Brings the

Estuary to the Classroom

Students enjoyed building clay bridges

and islands to complete scientific

models of the San Francisco Bay

estuary. They studied where salt water

and freshwater mixed in their models to

create brackish water. Our young

scientists were very engaged with

investigating the organisms that live in

this unique habitat.

*Photos are for internal use only
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“Why can’t they filter out the trash in the
storm drain? Then it won’t go to the bay or

ocean!” 

Griffin, Fifth Grade Student, Madera
Elementary School, El Cerrito 

 "These little teeth look like they might grip
onto the fish’s food, so it stays in their

mouth."  

Minh Quyen, Fifth Grade Student, Madera
Elementary School, El Cerr ito















July 4th Event List  
 

 Setup for One Booth  

 Canopy  

 Tables & Chairs 

 Red, White & Blue Bunting  

 Hammer 

 Crowbar 

 Sandbags (w/ fused rope ends) 

 Bungee Cords 

 Masks and hand sanitizer 
 

 Zip Ties 

 Scissors 

 #3 Slot Head Screwdriver 

 Channel Lock Pliers 

 Tissue 

 Tape  

 Waste Can 

 Small cooler w/ bottled water for Directors 
 

 Large SSD Banner 

 Canopy “window” banner 

 Large District Map w/ map page blocks 

 District Sewer Map book 

 Toilet Paper vs. Wipes Interactive Display 

 “Flushable” Wipes Banner/Poster 

 Tools, Pipe, & Roots Displays 

 

 Board Member Contact List (in each box) 

 Pad of paper for taking notes and info 

 Schedule w/ Cell Phone # 

 

 Monday setup  

 Park truck onsite  

Informational Handouts & Giveaways 

o Latest Newsletter 

o Latest Registered Contractors List 

o Plumbers Outreach Tri-fold 

o Wipes Outreach Tri-fold/Poster 

o BPD Outreach Tri-fold 

o General Guidelines 

o 100th Anniversary Book 

 

o Budget  

o Performance Report 

o BPD Drawing 

o Easement Ordinance 

o SSD Pens/Magnets/Other 

o SSD Hand Sanitizer  

o PSL Loan Program  
 

 

Schedule (11am-5pm) 
 

Setup [staff] 

11am-12:30 O’Keefe 

12:30-2:00 Merrill 

2:00-3:30 Gilbert-Snyder 

3:30-5pm Beach 

Pack up [staff] 

 

MESSAGES 

PSL Loan Program 

Proper “Flushable” Wipes Disposals 

Sewer Problems? Call us first! 











 
 

Preliminary Program  
 

Tuesday, July 30 
 
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. CSRMA Executive Board Meeting 
 
Wednesday, July 31 
 
7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CSRMA Training Seminar 
 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Registration 
 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Tour of Monterey One Water (Space Limited) 
 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CASA Board of Directors Meeting 
 
12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. Associates Committee Meeting 
 
12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. Lunch on Your Own 
   
1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Concurrent Sessions (Three Tracks) 
 

Financing and Project 
Delivery Track 

Policy Track: 
Communicating Complex Topics 

Technical Track:  
Regulatory Deep Dives 

Track 1A: Funding Sources for  
Wastewater Infrastructure and  
Facilities 
 

Track 2A: Green Hydrogen: What 
is It and Why Does it Matter to 
POTWS? 
 
 

Track 3A: Regulatory Deep Dives: 
Nutrients 
 
 

Track 1B: Progressive Design-Build: 
New Legislation and Case Studies 
 
 

Track 2B: The Value and 
Complexities of Video Production 
 and Public Messaging 
 
 
 

Track 3B: Regulatory Deep Dives: 
PFAS 
 
 

 
     1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Track 1A, 2A, 3A 
    
2:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Break 
     
     3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Track 1B, 2B, 3B 
 
4:15 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. Federal Legislative Committee Meeting 
 
4:15 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. CSRMA Board of Directors Meeting 
 
4:15 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. LEAD Mentor/Mentee Meetup 
 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Welcome Reception  
 
Thursday, August 1  
     
7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Breakfast 
 
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Registration 
 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. CASA Education Foundation Board Meeting 
 



 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Statewide Biosolids Meeting 
 Special Focus/Presentation: Regional Biosolids Initiatives 
 
9:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Morning Sessions & Business Meeting 
 Vice President Craig Murray, Presiding 
 
     9:15 – 10:15 a.m. Keynote Speaker: Mabel Miguel (UNC Kenan-Flagler School) 
 
     10:15 – 11:15 a.m. The Future of the Water Sector: A National Perspective 
 
     11:15 – 11:30 a.m. Annual Business Meeting 
 Adam Link, CASA Executive Director 
 
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Luncheon 
  

 Michael F. Dillon Award Presentation 
 CASA Awards of Excellence Winners 
 CASA Education Foundation Presentation 
 
     1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Networking Break 
 
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Afternoon Sessions 
     
     2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Resilience in Action: Carbon & Energy Management 
 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. TBD 
 
4:15 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. Communications Committee Meeting 
 
4:15 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. Engineering & Research Group Meeting 
   
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Associates Reception 
   
Friday, August 2 
 
8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Breakfast 
 
8:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Registration 
 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. State Legislative Committee Meeting 
 
9:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Closing Session 
 President Roland Williams, Presiding 
 
     9:15 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. Federal and State Legislative Updates  

• Jessica Gauger 
• Eric Sapirstein 

 
     9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  Closing Keynote Speaker 
 
     10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Closing Business Session 

• 2024-2025 Board of Director Elections Results 
• Passing of the Gavel 

• President’s Closing Remarks 
      
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. General Managers Meeting Roundtable and Lunch 
 
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Attorneys Committee Meeting 
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