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STEGE SANITARY DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETING OF JUNE 1, 2023 
TIME OF MEETING: 7:00 P.M. 

DISTRICT BOARD ROOM, 7500 SCHMIDT LANE, EL CERRITO, CA 
 

 

*******MINUTES ******* 
 

I. Call To Order: President Christian-Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 

II. Roll Call: Present: Beach, Gilbert-Snyder, Merrill, O’Keefe, Christian-
Smith 

   Absent:  None 
  Others Present: Rex Delizo, District Manager 

Thomas Troy, Resident (arrived 7:35 P.M.) 
           

Agenda Items: Directors and Officers of the Board did not announce any conflicts of 
interest posed by items on the meeting agenda. 
  
III. Public Comment: There was no public comment. 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes 

A. Approval of May 18, 2023 Board Meeting Minutes 
 

MOTION:  By Merrill, seconded by O’Keefe, to approve the minutes of 
the May 18, 2023 Board Meeting 
 
VOTE:   AYES: Beach, Gilbert-Snyder, Merrill, O’Keefe, Christian-

Smith  
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
V. Communications 

A.  Oral/Written Communications 
1. Brief reports from Directors on matters related to the District, including 

attendance at city or community meetings 
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Beach reported on a discussion with Kristina Hill, professor in the 
Department of Landscape Architecture & Environmental Planning at U.C. 
Berkeley, who is willing to give a presentation to the Board regarding her 
findings on groundwater and sea level rise. 

2. Email- Contra Costa LAFCO Election Results 
The Board was informed that Scott Pastor, Board Member at Diablo Water 
District, was elected to the LAFCO Alternate Special District seat. 
 

VI. Reports of Staff and Officers 
A. Manager’s Report 

1. Draft Budget  
The Manager reported on the updated draft budget.  The final budget will 
be ready for consideration and approval by resolution at the next Board 
Meeting. 

2. July 4th Fair Discussion 
The Manager reported on the updated plans for the upcoming fair.   

3. 2023 California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA) Conference 
The Manager reported on the upcoming CASA conference.  

4. 2023 California Special Districts Association (CSDA) Conference 
The Manager reported on the upcoming CSDA conference.  

 
VII. Business 

A. Review of Director’s Meeting Compensation  
The Board discussed changing the compensation that Directors receive for 
their attendance at District board meetings and approved an adjustment up to 
the same cost-of-living adjustment as employee salary ranges for the past year 
of 3.56% (April CPI-W).   
 

MOTION: By O’Keefe, seconded by Christian-Smith, to approve an 
increase to the Directors’ compensation rate up to $253.49 (+3.56%) and 
direct the Manager to prepare an Ordinance for consideration 
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VOTE:   AYES: Gilbert-Snyder, Merrill, O’Keefe, Christian-Smith  
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: Beach 
ABSENT: None 

 
B. Working Capital and Reserve Fund Policy 

The Board completed the annual review of the policy. 
 

VIII. Approval of Checks  
A. Checks for June 1, 2023- Fund No. 3418 & 3423 

 
MOTION:  By Gilbert-Snyder, seconded by Beach, to pay the bills, Check 
Nos. 28184 through 28199  in the amount of $579,647.57 
 
VOTE:   AYES: Beach, Gilbert-Snyder, Merrill, O’Keefe, Christian-

Smith  
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

  
IX. Future Agenda Items 

June 15, 2023 
Approve Employee Salary Ranges 
Approve and Adopt Final Budget 
Review and Approve Incentive Award 
Adopt Employee Incentive Award Goals & Objectives 
July 4th Fair Discussion 
Consent Decree Quarterly Report 
CASA Conference  
CLOSED SESSION – Counsel Performance Evaluation 
+CLOSED SESSION – Manager Performance Evaluation 
+CLOSED SESSION – Conference with Labor Negotiator 
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July 6, 2022 
July 4th Fair Debrief 
CASA Conference  
CSDA Conference 
 

Prior to the Closed Session, resident Thomas Troy gave public comment on a past closed 
session item regarding his Government Tort Claim filed on 5/2/2022. 

 
CLOSED SESSION 

Public Employment Performance Evaluation 
Gov. Code § 54957 
Title:  District Manager 

Conference with Labor Negotiator 
Gov. Code § 54957.6 
Agency Designated Representative: Board President Christian-Smith 
Unrepresented Employee: District Manager  

 
The Board entered into closed session at 7:49 P.M. and returned to open session at 9:03 
P.M. President Christian-Smith announced the Board had taken no reportable actions. 

 
X. Adjournment 

  The meeting was adjourned at 9:04 P.M.  The next meeting of the District Board 
of Directors will be held on Thursday, June 15, 2023 at 7:00 P.M. at the District 
Board Room, 7500 Schmidt Lane, El Cerrito, California 
 
 

______________________________ 
Rex Delizo 

  STEGE SANITARY DISTRICT 
Secretary 



From: Lou Ann Texeira <LouAnn.Texeira@lafco.cccounty.us>  
Sent: Friday, June 02, 2023 10:43 AM 
Subject: LAFCO Special District Election Update - Run-Off Election 
 
Greetings, 
 
Upon further review of the LAFCO statutes and our local procedures for the special district 
selection committee, LAFCO will need to conduct a run-off election to fill the vacant Special 
District Alternate seat on LAFCO, since no candidate received a majority of votes cast in the 
election.  We apologize for the inconvenience. 
 
The Contra Costa County Special Districts Procedures for the Special District Selection 
Committee (Attachment 1) provides that “The person selected to serve shall have received a 
majority of the votes cast in the election. If there are more than two nominees for a single seat 
and no individual receives the majority of the total votes cast in the first ballot there shall be a 
run-off election between the two nominees who received the greatest number of votes. 
 
The two nominees who received the greatest number of votes are Scott Pastor, Diablo Water 
District and Michelle Lee, San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District. In conjunction with our local 
procedures, we are conducting a run-off election. Attached please find the official run-off ballot 
(Attachment 2). 

We are conducting the run-off election by email and postal mail. Your district is receiving 
this message and one ballot via email and will also receive the notice and ballot via postal 
mail. 

Also attached is a list of presiding officers/voting delegates (Attachment 3). If your district 
has not yet provided the name of your presiding officer or voting delegate (must 
be a board member), please do so as soon as possible. 

We ask that each district complete and return its signed run-off ballot to Contra Costa 
LAFCO office either by email to LouAnn.Texeira@lafco.cccounty.us or via postal mail to 
Contra Costa LAFCO, 40 Muir Road, First Floor, Martinez, CA 94553.  

In order to complete the 2023 election process, we must receive completed run-off ballots 
from a majority of the districts (at least 21 completed ballots) no later than 5:00 pm on 
July 10th. If a majority of ballots is not received by July 10th, a further extension of this 
election may be required.  

This is a time sensitive matter, and we ask that you forward this information 
including the attachments to your presiding officer or voting delegate at your 
earliest convenience. 

Please contact the LAFCO office if you have questions or need additional information. Thank 
you for your attention to this matter. 

Lou Ann Texeira, Executive Officer 
Contra Costa LAFCO  
40 Muir Road, 1st Floor 
Martinez, CA  94553 
925-313-7133 

LouAnn.Texeira@lafco.cccounty.us 



CONTRA COSTA COUNTY SPECIAL DISTRICTS 

Procedures for the Special District Selection Committee 
(Revised January 2010) 

The California Government Code, specifically Section 56332, sets forth requirements for the 
Independent Special Districts Selection Committee ("Selection Committee"). The procedures contained 
herein are intended to supplement the code and provide local rules relating to the selection of special 
district members to the Contra Costa Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO). 

Selection Committee Purpose 
The purpose of the Selection Committee shall be to appoint the regular and/or alternate special district 
members to the Contra Costa LAFCO whenever a term expires or a vacancy exists for the regular or 
alternate special district member seats. The term of office of each LAFCO member shall be four years 
and until the appointment and qualification of his or her successor (Gov. Code §56334). 

Selection Committee Membership 
The Selection Committee shall be comprised of the presiding officer of the legislative body of each 
independent special district. If the presiding officer is unable to attend a Committee meeting, the district 
may appoint one ofits other members to attend the meeting (Gov. Code §56332). 

Selection Committee Meetings 
The LAFCO Executive Officer shall notify all independent special districts of a vacancy or impending 
vacancy in the position of regular or alternate special district member and shall schedule a meeting of 
the Selection Committee. 

To the extent possible, Selection Committee meetings shall be scheduled in conjunction with meetings 
of the Contra Costa Special Districts Association as a convenience to members and for efficiency. 

The Executive Officer shall provide a schedule to submit nominations to all independent special districts 
prior to the Selection Committee meeting. 

All meetings of the Selection Committee shall be open meetings and comply 'with all applicable 
provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act. 

Quorum 
Each presiding officer (or appointed alternate board member) attending the Selection Committee 
meeting shall be required to register their attendance. Members representing a majority of the eligible 
districts shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of the Selection Committee business. No meeting 
shall be convened prior to establishing _a quorum. The Committee shall act by majority vote of the 
quorum, or if more than a quorum is present at the meeting, by majority vote of those members present. 

Nomination Procedures 
Members of governing boards of independent special districts may be nominated to serve as a regular or 
alternate special district member of the Contra Costa LAFCO (Gov. Code §56332). 

Each independent special district shall be entitled to nominate a maximum of one board member per 
vacancy (i.e., for each regular and each alternate seat) from any.district. Districts are required to make 
nominations by adoption of a Board resolution. 

                                                                                                                                          Attachment 1



Upon selection of a nominee, the presiding officer of the district shall provide written notification of the 
nomination, including a copy of the Board resolution, to the LAFCO Executive Officer. 

All nominations received in sufficient time prior to a Selection Committee meeting will be copied and 
distributed to the presiding officer of each independent special district. 

Nominations may be made from the floor at the Selection Committee meeting, but only if no prior 
nominations by resolution were submitted by any of the independent special districts. 

Balloting Process 
Each nominee will be afforded an opportunity to make a brief statement (maximum of five minutes) at 
the Selection Committee meeting. Following these presentations, members of the Selection Committee 
may discuss the appointment prior to the vote being taken. 

Nominees shall be selected based on the following process: 

• A ballot listing all known nominees shall be prepared and copied for the meeting. Each ballet shall
have opposite the nominee's name a box to record the vote. In the event that no prior nominations
by resolution are submitted, a ballot containing blank lines to vote for nominees who are put forth
from the floor at the Selection Committee meeting shall be distributed at the meeting.

• Each ballot shall have a line for the name of the special district that is casting the vote and a line for
the name of the voting delegate. The ballot will not be counted if the name of the special district
and voting delegate are not included.

• After votes are tallied, each delegate's vote will be announced during the meeting.

Selection of LAFCO Members 
The person selected to serve shall have received a majority of the votes cast in the election. 

If there are more than two nominees for a single seat and no individual receives the majority of the total 
votes cast in the first ballot there shall be a run-off election between the two nominees who received the 
greatest number of votes. 

If there are only two nominees for a single seat and each receives an equal number of votes, the 
selection to serve on LAFCO shall be done by a "straw draw" unless one of the two candidates chooses 
to relinquish the position. 

If, as a result of an election, the Alternate Special District member on LAFCO is chosen as a Regular 
Special District Member, another election shall be held at a subsequent Selection Committee meeting to 
fill the new vacancy in the Alternate Member position. 

Alternate Nominating and Balloting Process 
In the event that the LAFCO Executive Officer determines that securing a quorum of Selection 
Committee members for a meeting is not feasible, the Executive Officer may conduct the business of the 
Selection Committee in writing (Gov. Code §56332). 

 



 
INDEPENDENT SPECIAL DISTRICT SELECTION COMMITTEE 

CONTRA COSTA LAFCO 
 

OFFICIAL RUN-OFF BALLOT 
 
 

Election of ALTERNATE Special District Member - term of office on  
Contra Costa LAFCO to May 2026 

 
 
 
 

VOTE FOR ONE: 
 

  Michelle Lee  
      (San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District) 
 
                   Scott Pastor 
      (Diablo Water District) 
 
 
 

 
 
Name of Voting District: ______________________________________ 
Name of Voting Member: _____________________________________ 
Signature of Voting Member: __________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
Ballot must be received in the LAFCO office no later than July 10, 2023  

Please send via email to LouAnn.Texeira@lafco.cccounty.us or mail to Contra Costa LAFCO 
40 Muir Road, 1st Floor, Martinez, CA  94553  
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DISTRICT NAME TITLE ALTERNATE
ALAMO-LAFAYETTE CEMETERY DIST Nancy J. Flood Chair Carolyn Thiessen, Trustee

AMBROSE REC & PARK DIST Trina Hudson Chair Mae Torlakson, Vice Chair

B-B-K-U CEMETERY DIST Patricia Bristow Chair Emil Geddes, Trustee

BETHEL ISLAND MID Bruce Smith Board President Anthony Berzinas, Vice Pres
BYRON SANITARY DISTRICT Danny Hamby President Bobby Byer, Vice President

CASTLE ROCK COUNTY WATER DISTRICT Dan Moylan Joe Atturio

CENTRAL CONTRA COSTA SANITARY DIST Tad Pilecki Board Member Barbara Hockett, Pres

CONTRA COSTA MOSQUITO & VECTOR 
CONTROL

James Murray President Darryl Young, Vice Pres
CONTRA COSTA RESOURCE CON DIST Walter Pease President

CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT Ernesto Avila President Antonio Martinez, Vice Pres

CROCKETT COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT Luigi Barassa President Jena Goodman, Vice Pres

DIABLO CSD Kathy Urbelis President Matthew Cox, Vice Pres

DIABLO WATER DISTRICT Marilyn Tiernan President Scott R. Pastor, Vice Pres
TOWN OF DISCOVERY BAY CSD Michael Callahan Vice President Ashley Porter, President

EAST CONTRA COSTA IRRIGATION DISTRICT Glenn Stonebarger President Mark Dwelley, Vice Pres

GREEN VALLEY REC & PARK DIST Adam Glimme President Gina Glimme, Secretary

IRONHOUSE SANITARY DIST Dawn Morrow President Chris Lauritzen, Vice Pres
KENSINGTON FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT Julie Stein President Daniel Levine, Vice Pres
KENSINGTON POLICE PROT & CSD Alexandra Aquino-Fike President Sarah Gough, Vice Pres
TOWN OF KNIGHTSEN CSD Trish Bello-Kunkel Chair Gilbert Somerhalder, Vice Chair

MORAGA-ORINDA FIRE DIST John Jex President Mike Roemer, Vice Pres
MT. VIEW SANITARY DIST  Brian Danley President Dave Maggi, Vice Pres

PLEASANT HILL REC & PARK DISTRICT Sandra Bonato Chair Sandy Vinson, Vice Chair

RECLAMATION DIST (RD) 799 Jim Price President Richard Kent, Vice Pres

RD 800 Robert Lyman President David Harris, Secretary
RD 830 Chad Davisson President Domenic Cianfichi, Secretary
RD 2024 

Don Wagenet, Trustee

John Jackson, Thomas Robinson, 
Trustees

RD 2025 David Forkel Chair Clark Misner, Randall Neudeck
RD 2026* David Forkel Chair Russell Ryan, Randall Neudeck

RD 2059 Rob Davies President William Hall

RD 2065* Coleman Foley Thomas Baldocchi, Sr.         Thomas 
Baldocchi, Jr.

RD 2090* Jake Messerli Chair Robert Eddings. Secretary
RD 2117* Joyce Speckman Sandra Speckman Kiefer              

Kent L. Kiefer
RD 2122 Douglas Rischbieter President Katherine Wadsworth, VP

RD 2137* Ed Schmidt James Eckman

RODEO-HERCULES FIRE PROTECTION DIST Steve Hill Vice Chair

RODEO SANITARY DISTRICT Connie Batchelder President Janet Callaghan, Vice Pres
SAN RAMON VALLEY FIRE PROTECTION DIST Michelle Lee President Jay Kerr, Vice Pres

STEGE SANITARY DISTRICT Juliet Christian-Smith President Paul Gilbert-Snyder, VP

WEST COUNTY WASTEWATER DIST Cheryl Sudduth President David Alvarado, Vice Pres

Attachment 3

2023 INDEPENDENT SPECIAL DISTRICT SELECTION COMMITTEE 
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“ I  l o v e  m a p s ,  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  b r i n g i n g
t h e s e !  W e  n e v e r  g e t  t o  s p e n d

e n o u g h  t i m e  o n  g e o g r a p h y ,  s o  m a n y
s t u d e n t s  d o n ’ t  k n o w  h o w  t o  u s e

m a p s  o r  w h e r e  t o  f i n d  c i t i e s  n e a r  u s
o n  t h e  m a p . ”



M r . L y o n ,  F i f t h  G r a d e  T e a c h e r ,

H a r d i n g
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l ,  E l  C e r r i t o












The young environmentalists from
Harding Elementary did hands on

experiments and activities to learn
about their watershed.  Pictured below
are students investigating an estuary

model,  creating a miniature watershed
model reading about environmental

justice leaders and picking up trash on
thier campus!

Photo Document, City of El Cerrito April 2023

W A T E R S H E D  A C T I O N  P R O G R A M
S T E G E  S A N I T A R Y  D I S T R I C T

2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3  S C H O O L  Y E A R
P R O G R E S S  R E P O R T  H I G H L I G H T S

 The two classes were very proud to collectively
clean up 1,372 total pieces of trash!



















July 4th Event List  
 

• Setup for One Booth  
• Canopy  
• Tables & Chairs 
• Red, White & Blue Bunting  
• Hammer 
• Crowbar 
• Sandbags (w/ fused rope ends) 
• Bungee Cords 
• Masks and hand sanitizer 

 

• Zip Ties 
• Scissors 
• #3 Slot Head Screwdriver 
• Channel Lock Pliers 
• Tissue 
• Tape  
• Waste Can 
• Small cooler w/ bottled water for Directors 

 

• Large SSD Banner 
• Canopy “window” banner 
• Large District Map w/ map page blocks 
• District Sewer Map book 
• Toilet Paper vs. Wipes Interactive Display 
• “Flushable” Wipes Banner/Poster 

 

• Board Member Contact List (in each box) 
• Pad of paper for taking notes and info 
• Schedule w/ Cell Phone # 

 
• Monday setup  
• Park truck onsite  

Informational Handouts & Giveaways 
o Latest Newsletter 
o Latest Registered Contractors List 
o Plumbers Outreach Tri-fold 
o Wipes Outreach Tri-fold/Poster 
o BPD Outreach Tri-fold 
o General Guidelines 
o 100th Anniversary Book 

 
o Budget  
o Performance Report 
o BPD Drawing 
o Easement Ordinance 
o SSD Pens/Magnets/Other 
o SSD Hand Sanitizer  
o PSL Loan Program  

 

 
Schedule (11am-5pm) 

 

Setup [staff] 
11am-12:30 O’Keefe 
12:30-2:00 Beach 

2:00-3:30 Gilbert-Snyder 
3:30-5pm Merrill 

Pack up [staff] 
 

MESSAGES 
PSL Loan Program 

Proper “Flushable” Wipes Disposals 
Sewer Problems? Call us first! 



California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA)  
2023 Annual Conference  

August 9 -11, 2023 
San Diego, CA 

 
Manchester Grand Hyatt 

Hotel Reservations 
 
 

    Arrival Date   Departure Date   CSRMA 
 

Tessa Beach   8/8/2023   8/11/2023  Yes 
   
Juliet Christian-Smith   8/9/2023        8/11/2023  No 
 
Paul Gilbert-Snyder Not Attending                     
  
Dwight Merrill   8/9/2023        8/11/2023  No 
 
Beatrice O’Keefe  Not Attending    
       



 



CSRMA Risk Management Seminar at August 2023 CASA Conference 
August 9, 2023  -  Manchester Grand Hyatt in San Diego, CA 

 

Date:           August 9, 2023 
Time:          8:00am to 12:00noon 
Location:   Manchester Grand Hyatt San Diego, One Market Place, San Diego, CA  92101  
 

Check-in and hot buffet breakfast begins at 7:00am. 
TIME TOPIC  

7-8am CATERED BREAKFAST (Breakfast ends promptly at 8am) 

8-9am 

  

Best In Class Collection Systems - It Does Not Happen By Accident And It All Starts With Leadership 

The agencies that have a top notch Wastewater Collection System with low spill rates, low claims and 
engaged employees did not achieve these results by chance. There are proven strategies and Best 
Management Practices that can help any agency move from where you are, to becoming #1 in the #2 
business…if they are willing to take the necessary hard steps.  Even if your agency is a Hot Mess, you 
can get there. Think long game and leaving it better than you found it. 

Andy Morrison 
Principal at AMConsulting  
Retired Collection System Manager for Union Sanitary District 

9:10-
10am 

What’s Your SSMP Compliance Posture? 

Effective collection system managers striving to comply need to do more than the minimum for 
avoiding violations, enforcement/penalties, and negative attention from regulators. Assessing your 
agency’s SSSMP “compliance posture” is an essential first step to ensuring success for improving 
effectiveness and holding-up to scrutiny by regulators with new requirements including requirements 
for uploading your SSMP into CIWQS. Gain best practice tips in this session on how to further improve 
your compliance posture and documentation for scrutiny by regulators. 

James Fischer, P.E.  
Principal, Fischer Compliance LLC 
Retired State Water Board Statewide Collection System Lead 

10:10-
11am 

The Future of Collection System Operations and Maintenance 

Join us for high level overview on cutting edge technology and tactics with the use of state-of-the-art 
software, equipment, and training methods.  Matching up the right technology and best practices for 
your issue(s) which will elevate you to where you need to be with condition assessment and data 
management and the future proofing your utility.   

Stephen Miksis 
Vice President, SKL Solutions Inc. 
Retired Collection System Manager Ross Valley Sanitary District 



11:10-
12pm 

When Your Neighbor’s “Stuff” Backs Up In Your House 

The revised SWRCB 12/6/22 Order required dischargers to update their Overflow Emergency Response 
Plans to Spill Emergency Response Plans by 6/5/23.  This is an opportunity to make sure they address 
risk management issues and not just regulatory compliance when sewage backs up into someone’s 
home/business as a result of a mainline stoppage/blockage (CSRMA’s most frequent liability 
claim).  This presentation will review CSRMA’s mandatory Policy and Procedure on Residential Sewer 
Backup Claim and Claims Handling.   

David Patzer 
CSRMA Risk Control Advisor 
Managing Partner DKF Solutions Group, LLC 
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